
Virtual HBCU College Fair – Center College Preparation – Types of Colleges 

Which Type Suits You Best? 
What kind of college do you see yourself attending? Different types of colleges suit different types of people. Take a look at these descriptions to help 

you see where you fit. 

 
As Presented By The: 

 
 
LIBERAL ARTS COLLEGES (TYPICALLY 4-YEAR PROGRAMS) 

Liberal arts colleges offer a broad base of courses in the humanities, social sciences, and sciences. Most are private and focus mainly 
on undergraduate students. Classes tend to be small and personal attention is available. Read more about a liberal arts education. 
 
UNIVERSITIES (TYPICALLY 4-YEAR PROGRAMS) 

Generally, a university is bigger than a college and offers more majors and research facilities. Class size often reflects institutional size 
and some classes may taught by graduate students. 
 
COMMUNITY OR JUNIOR COLLEGES (TYPICALLY 2-YEAR PROGRAMS) 

Community colleges offer a degree after the completion of two years of full-time study. They frequently offer technical programs that 
prepare you for immediate entry into the job market. Learn more about community colleges. 
 
UPPER-DIVISION SCHOOLS (TYPICALLY 4-YEAR PROGRAMS) 

Upper-division schools offer the last two years of undergraduate study, usually in specialized programs leading to a bachelor's degree. 
You'd generally transfer to an upper-division college after completing an associate's degree or after finishing a second year of study at 
a four-year college. 
 
AGRICULTURAL, TECHNICAL, AND SPECIALIZED COLLEGES 

Have you made a clear decision about what you want to do with your life? Specialized colleges emphasize preparation for specific 
careers. Examples include Art/Music, Bible, Business, Health Science, Seminary/Rabbinical, and Teaching. 
 
PUBLIC VS. PRIVATE 

On the one hand, public colleges are usually less expensive, particularly for in-state residents. They get most of their money from the 
state or local government. Check out your state's Guide to Residency. Private colleges rely on tuition, fees, endowments, and other 
private sources. On the other hand, private colleges are usually smaller and can offer more personalized attention (and some believe 
more prestige). 
 
SPECIAL INTERESTS 

 Single-Sex: All four-year public colleges and most private schools are co-ed. Although they may enroll a few members of the 
opposite sex, there are fewer than 100 colleges for only men and a similar amount for women. 

 

 Religiously Affiliated Colleges: Some private colleges are affiliated with a religious faith. The affiliation may be historic only 
or it may affect day-to-day student life. 

 

 Historically Black Colleges: Historically-black colleges find their origins in the time when African American students were 

systematically denied access to most other colleges and universities. These schools offer students a unique opportunity to 
experience an educational community in which they're part of the majority. 

 

 Hispanic-Serving Institutes: The federal government considers a college as "Hispanic-Serving” if at least 25 percent of the 

total full-time undergraduate enrollment is made up of Hispanic students. 
 
FIND COLLEGES 

Browse colleges with our A to Z College Search listings or search for colleges State-by-State. 

 
USE COLLEGE SEARCH 

Use the online College Search to look for colleges with any of the above characteristics. 
 
  

http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/majors_careers/38381.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/8169.html
http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/international/state
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/46057.html
http://www.collegeboard.com/student/csearch/where-to-start/46053.html
http://collegesearch.collegeboard.com/search/index.jsp
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MY COLLEGE SEARCH 

A general rule of thumb, look at all options when selecting a college or university to attend, don’t limit yourself. 
 

1. Identify at least 6 colleges that you have an interest in. 
2. Select the appropriate description of the college. 
3. Complete the College Comparison Worksheet to begin your in-depth search of the institution. 

 
 
 

1.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 
 
  

2.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 
 
 

3.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 
 
 

4.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 
 
 

5.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 
 
 

6.  
 

___ Public ___ 2-year program ___ PWI ___ In-State 

___ Private ___ 4-year program ___ HBCU ___ Out-of-State 

 


